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Constitution & By-Laws
Of

Alfresco Outing Club
University of Wisconsin-Stout

Article I. Name
1) This organization shall be known as the Alfresco Outing Club of the University of Wisconsin-Stout, a member of the Recreation Commission.

Article II. Purpose
1) To provide wholesome recreation.
2) To create and advance interests in outdoor activities.

3) To provide opportunities for members to gain experience and to develop qualities of leadership and sportsmanship while participating in outdoor activities.

Article III. Membership

Section 3.1 Qualifications of membership
1) Any person, man or woman, regardless of race, color or creed, who is interested in the purpose of the Alfresco Outing Club may be considered a candidate for membership, providing that he or she is a member of the U.W.-Stout community.
2) If such a candidate fulfills the requirements he or she can become a member upon payment of the current membership fees.
Section 3.2 Duties of members

1) To attend meetings and to participate in club functions.

2) All members must show good character and actions which will preserve the image of outdoor recreation.

a) Valid reasons for suspension or retraction of membership are:

i) Unsportsmanlike conduct, according to the executive board.
ii) Misrepresentation of membership qualifications.
iii) Inactivity in club functions

iv) Use of alcohol and illegal drugs on an Alfresco trip(s).
Article IV. Executive Board

Section 4.1 The executive officers which shall compose the executive committee, shall include the President, Vice-President, Recording Secretary, Treasurer, Publicity Chairman, Trip Coordinator.

Section 4.2 The purpose of the executive board is to coordinate all the activities and functions of the Alfresco Outing Club.

Article V. Amendments

Section 5.1 This constitution may be amended at any regular meeting by a two-thirds vote of those present, provided that notice was given at the preceding meeting.  It may also be amended by a special meeting called for that purpose with previous notice and two-thirds vote.  All proposed amendments must be in writing and presented one meeting previous to the voting.
Section 5.2 By-laws of this club may be amended at any regular meeting by a majority vote of members present, provided that previous notice has been given at the previous meetings.

Article VI. Advisors

Section 6.1 The advisor shall be chosen according to the needs of the club.

Section 6.2 The status of the advisor shall be checked preceding the elections of officers each spring.

Section 6.3 The advisor can be dismissed by a two-thirds vote of the members present at a meeting.  Previous to this, the advisor’s case must have been reviewed by the executive board and found that there is sufficient evidence to warrant such action.
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Article VII. Fees and Dues

1) Membership fee for the regular school year shall be $50.

2) Membership fee for a single semester shall be $30.

3) Memberships can be accepted at any time during the school year.

4) Fees paid by each member shall be used to maintain the organization including the following categories:

a) Publicity and public Relation materials.

b) Secretarial supplies.

c) Treasurers supplies including checks, receipt books, film rentals, etc.

d) Miscellaneous expenses.
Article VIII. Meetings and Attendance

Section 8.1 Regular meetings shall:

1) Be held on a day and time decided upon by the executive board.

2) Be held in a place to be designated each spring by the executive committee.
Section 8.2 Special meetings shall be announced at the preceding general meeting, and may be called by the president and/or the committee chairman.

Section 8.3 The executive committee shall determine whether attendance is sufficient to conduct regular business.  This shall constitute a quorum.

Section 8.4 Attendance at meetings:

1) Shall be required of elected members of the executive committee.

2) Shall be expected of advisors upon request of the executive board.

3) Shall be requested of all members.
Section 8.5 Excused absence of elected officers and committee chairman from a meeting may be granted provided an excuse has been submitted to the president prior to that meeting.  Two unexcused absences will result in removal from their office, under the discretion of the executive board.

Article IX. Duties of Officers

Section 9.1 General responsibilities of all officers:

1) All officers shall assist the President in achieving the goals and objectives of the Alfresco Outing Club.

2) Officers involved in off-campus students teaching activities are responsible for notifying the executive board of their situation two months prior to their leave.

3) All officers are to possess and be familiar with this Constitution and its Bylaws.

4) An officer will be relieved of his/her office by a vote of four or more members of the Executive board as deemed necessary with due cause.

Section 9.2 The President shall:

1) Be the official representative of the Alfresco Outing Club.

2) Preside at all general, executive, and special meeting: as noted in Article II, Section II, b.

3) Enforce the statutes, policies and standards of the organization.

4) Call special and executive committee meetings as necessary.

5) Appoint election chairperson.

6) Be the holder of the official constitution.

7) Shall be responsible for checking all incoming mail. (ie. mail box, e-mail)
Section 9.3 The Vice-President shall:

1) Assume the duties of the President in his/her absence.

2) Act as parliamentarian

3) Attend Rec. Commission meetings and report their topics for Alfresco.

4) Coordinate all social functions.

5) Report social activities at general meetings.

6) Make reservations of facilities for social activities.

Section 9.4 The Treasurer shall:

1) Collect and record all money transactions.

2) Pay all bills incurred by the Alfresco Outing Club.

3) Present the current financial report to the executive board.

4) Be responsible for submitting paperwork necessary for allocated funds.

5) Confer with the Membership Secretary on membership status.

6) Observe all University policies regarding the handling of financial matters.

7) Assume the presidency when the President and Vice-President are absent.

8) Assume the duties of the vice-President in his/her absence.

9) Have books audited before leaving office.

Section 9.5 The Secretary shall:

1) Record the preceding of general, special and executive board meetings and send one copy of these minutes to the advisor, the executive board and the file.

2) Assume the duties of the Treasurer in his/her absence.

3) Hold an updated, maintained copy of the current Constitution and Bylaws.

4) Read the minutes of the previous meeting at the following meeting.

5) Maintain current membership files.

6) Keep attendance records of all club functions.

7) Confer with the Treasurer on membership status.

8) Have current membership lists available.

9) Report membership status to the executive board.

10) Be responsible for securing and scheduling visual presentations.

11) Carry out correspondence for the club.

Section 9.6 The Travel Coordinator shall:

1) Assist in scheduling and coordinating trips.

2) Act as a resource for members of Alfresco who plan trips.

3) Make up a tentative semester calendar to be issued each semester.

4) Maintain an up-to-date resource file of trips.

5) Make sure trip information and evaluations are placed in Alfresco trip files within one week after trip.

6) Set up fall semester calendar prior to summer vacation.

7) Be responsible for turning in calendar to publicity chairperson for duplication.

Section 9.7 The Publicity Chairperson shall:

1) Publicize all meetings and activities.

2) Be responsible for room, banner, table, and display case reservations.

3) Be responsible for calendar distribution, and set up for orientation for freshmen during the summer.

4) Be responsible for pre-activity publicity in the Stoutonia, bulletin boards, radio, etc.

5) Obtain all materials for publicity use.

6) Maintain banners, posters, displays and clapper box.

7) Submit articles to the Stoutonia and other related organizations.

8) Obtain pictures of Alfresco activities.

9) Keep a permanent record of items of historical interest.

10) Shall send out weekly e-mails to mailing list
Article X. Advisors

Section 10.1 Alfresco Outing Club shall have an advisor.

1) The regular advisor shall be chosen at the first executive board meeting following the election of officers.

2) The person chosen as the regular advisor shall receive a written invitation to serve as such.

Section 10.2 Alfresco Outing Club shall invite a sufficient number of associate advisors to serve for the current year.

1) Associate advisors may be added at any time, however, as deemed necessary by the executive board.

Section 10.3 Advisors shall be responsible for making recommendations for his/her replacement in the event that they are unable to serve as advisor.

Article XI. Election of Officers

Section 11.1 Officers of Alfresco Outing Club shall be elected for a term of one year beginning with the last regular meeting in April.

Section 11.2 The general schedule for nomination, election, and installation of officers shall be as follows:

1) First regular meeting in March – declaration of interest to prospective candidates.

2) Last regular meeting in March – nomination of candidates.

3) First regular meeting in April – elections.

4) Last regular meeting in April – installation of officers.

Section 11.3 Candidates shall be members in good standing and shall be active in the affairs of the organization.

Section 11.4 Officers shall be elected by means of a secret ballot.  A simple majority of members present and voting shall be sufficient to elect a candidate.

Section 11.5 Members may be candidate for more than one office but may only be elected to one office.  The voting order will start with the President and proceed to the Publicity Chairperson.

Section 11.6 The newly elected officers shall assume the duties of their offices during the meeting at which they are installed.  The Treasurer however, shall assume the duties of his/her office immediately upon his/her election, under the direction of his/her predecessor.

Section 11.7 Newly elected officers shall attend all executive meetings following their election.  The period between election and installation of new officers shall be a training period.  Newly elected officers, with the exception of the treasurer, shall not have voting power in executive meetings until their installation.

Section 11.8 Old officers will be available until May when, and if, additional assistance in needed.

Article XII. Executive Board

Section 12.1 The executive board shall consist of the elected officers of the Alfresco Outing Club.

Section 12.2 Four members of the executive board shall be a sufficient number to call a special meeting and to conduct the business of that body.  This shall constitute a quorum.

Section 12.3 Presence at all meetings of the executive board shall be mandatory.  Notification shall be required in the case of absence from the meetings of the executive board according to the procedure set down in Article II, Section 5 of the Bylaws.

Section 12.4 The approval of four executive members shall be required to pass binding legislation.  (quorum)

Section 12.5 Special Election:  Declaration of interest to prospective candidates will be announced one meeting prior to the elections meeting.

Article XIII. Parliamentary Authority

Section 13.1 All questions concerning parliamentary procedure shall be referred to the latest edition of Robert’s Rules of Order.

Section 13.2 The Vice-President shall act as Parliamentarian.

Article XIV. Non-member Policy

Section 14.1 Any person who is not a paid member of the Alfresco Outing Club yet meets the membership requirements shall be considered a non-member.

Section 14.2 A non-member is not eligible for trip discounts and club-sponsored day trips.

Section 14.3 Non-member shall have no voting rights in the proceedings of the Alfresco Outing Club.


