Natural Areas Club Bylaws 

Article I. Name 

The name of the organization shall be Natural Areas Club. 

Article II. Purpose 

A. To inform the campus about natural areas management. 

B. To provide hands on opportunities for students to engage in natural areas management 
C. To promote good public relations and cooperation with other organizations on campus.

Article III. Membership 

Section 1 - Eligibility 

A. Natural Areas Club is open to all students of UW-Stout. 


B. Every member of the organization can attend meetings.
C. Membership is open to all registered students in good standing at the University of Wisconsin-Stout. All student organization members must maintain a minimum of a 2.0 grade-point average (on a 4.0 scale) to be eligible for participation in a Recognized Student Organization.

D. Natural Areas Club will not discriminate against membership of any individual based upon race, gender, religion, ancestry, age, veteran status, marital status, sexual orientation, income, physical ability or political ideology, unless specified in the governing document of the organization or pursuant to an exception recognized by University, local, state or federal laws/ordinances.
Section 2 - Good standing 

A. To be an active and voting member, members must attend meetings on a regular basis. 

Article IV. Governance 
Section 1 - Officers 

A. Titles and duties of each officer 

1. There shall be a President who will preside at all meetings, appoint necessary committees, call special meetings of the organization as a whole or the officers, and act as a liaison between the officers and the advisor. 


2. There shall be a Vice President who will be responsible for recruitment activities and public relations.  She/he also will assist the President and preside at all meetings in the absence of or at the call of the President. 


3. There shall be a Secretary who will keep accurate records of all meetings. 


4. There shall be a Treasurer who will serve as financial liaison to the Stout Student Association, keep an itemized account of all receipts and disbursements, prepare all financial statements and budget requests in accordance with Stout Student Association rules, and present a financial report to Natural Areas Club members at the end of each semester. 


B. Officer Elections

Officers will be elected through a majority vote of club members in April of each academic year. Officers shall be nominated from the floor at a general club meeting. The voting shall be done at the same meeting by private ballot. Officers will be elected by a plurality of votes. The counting and handling of the ballots shall be the responsibility of the President and Advisor. 

C. Officers' Terms of Office 

The term of office shall be one year, beginning May 1.

D. Vacancies in Officer Positions 

1. Upon vacancy of the office of the President, the Vice President shall fulfill duties as stated in Article IV, Section 1. 


2. Upon vacancies of any other office, a new officer will be elected within one week following the vacancy during a regular or special meeting by methods stated in Article IV, Section 1. 


Section 2 - Removal of Members and Officers 

A. Removal of Members or Officers

The following are reasons for initiating removal proceedings: 


1. Failure to fulfill the responsibilities of his/her office as defined in these bylaws. (for officers) 


2. Violations of regulations specified in the UW-Stout Student Handbook. 


B.   Procedure for Removing Members or Officers

Any member in good standing with Natural Areas Club may bring charges against another member or officer by presenting his/her concerns to the President of Natural Areas Club. The accused member or officer must be notified in writing by the President of the reason for the proposed removal in advance of the meeting to consider removal. The accused member will be given the opportunity to present his/her case at the meeting and prior to any vote on his/her membership. To revoke membership, two-thirds of the members in good standing must be in attendance, and a majority vote for removal is necessary for official expulsion. The advisor must be at the meeting. 

If the accused member is the President, the next highest ranking officer will control the proceedings. 

Article V. Meetings 
Section 1 - Regular Meetings 

Natural Areas Club will meet weekly during the academic year.  If any change in the regular meeting time is needed, members will be notified by the secretary three days prior to the scheduled meeting. 

Section 2 - Special Meetings 

Natural Areas Club members will be notified at least three days before any special meetings. Any additional meetings to address problems, dismissal or concerns regarding the club will be scheduled by the President. 

Section 3 - Attendance 

Attendance and participation at social and educational events are strongly encouraged. 

Section 4 - Officers' Meetings 

Natural Areas Club officers will meet after the regular meetings to plan the agenda for future meetings. 
Section 5 - Quorum 

To conduct any business, 50% plus 1 of the members in good standing must be present at the meeting. 

Section 6 - Voting 

Unless otherwise stated in the bylaws, a vote carries when fifty-percent (50%) plus one of the members present vote in favor of the question called for a vote. 
Article VI. Committees
Section 1 - Ad hoc committees 

The President may appoint members to serve on committees to assist with special events such as campus programs or special projects. 

Section 2 - Finance Committee 

The Treasurer will appoint members to assist in preparing the annual budget submission to the SSA and with organizing any fundraisers Natural Areas Club approves. 

Article VII. Finances 

Section 1 - Fundraisers 

All members are encouraged to participate in sponsored fundraisers. 

Section 4 - SSA Funds 

Natural Areas Club will request funding from the SSA each fall to support club activities for the academic year. 

Article VIII. Advisor 

Section 1 - Selection 

A.
A faculty Advisor shall be selected at the beginning of each academic year by the officers elected for that year. 


B.
Candidates may be suggested by any Natural Areas Club member; however, willingness to serve as advisor must be ascertained prior to the suggestion being made to the officers.

Section 2 - Duties 


The faculty Advisor shall be a liaison between Natural Areas Club and UW-Stout. She/he is responsible for signing all paperwork the university designates as official business and is encouraged to participate in Natural Areas Club functions. The advisor provides advice to the organization and, in particular, helps the officers reflect on what they are learning through their activities. 

Article IX. Amendments 
Proposed amendments to these bylaws shall be presented at a regular meeting at least one week before Natural Areas Club votes on amendments. These bylaws may be amended by a 2/3-majority vote with a simple majority of the members constituting a quorum. 

Article X. Parliamentary Authority 
Robert's Rules of Order shall be the parliamentary authority of this organization.

