CONSTITUTION OF THE

STOUT STUDENT DIETETIC ASSOCIATION


ARTICLE I:	NAME

This organization shall be known as the Stout Student Dietetic Association of the University of Wisconsin-Stout. 

ARTICLE II:  OBJECTIVES

The objectives of this organization are:

Section 1.	To meet as an organization twice a month.

Section 2.	To promote the knowledge of foods and nutrition.

Section 3.	To educate students and community on health issues.

Section 4.	To provide community assistance.

Section 5.	To acquaint the students with the professional opportunities, and responsibilities in the dietetics field.

Section 6.	To develop relationships with other dietetic or related professional organizations.

ARTICLE III:  MEMBERSHIP

Persons eligible for membership are those who:

Section 1. Have a major in dietetics.

Section 2. Are undergraduate or graduate students in good academic standing at the University of Wisconsin-Stout.
Section 3. To receive membership benefits (such as funding for WAND), members must complete ten hours of dietetic-related volunteer experience prior to the completion of the academic year. 
Section 4. The member must attend all but two meetings each academic semester to be eligible for SSDA recognition on resumes, job applications, scholarship applications, etc.
	*If you are not able to attend all but two meetings, you must make up the number of meetings that you missed in additional volunteer hours.  
[bookmark: _GoBack](10 hours of volunteering, plus the number of meetings that you missed out of 5.)




ARTICLE IV:  EXECUTIVE BOARD

The executive board shall consist of all elected offices including President, President-elect, Secretary, Treasurer, and Public Relations Officer.

Section 1.	President-Shall carry out the duties of the office, as described in the Duties of Officers.

Section 2.	President Elect Shall carry out the duties of the office, as described in the Duties of Officers.

Section 3.	Secretary- Shall carry out the duties of the office, as described in the Duties of Officers.

Section 4.	Treasurer- Shall carry out the duties of the office, as described in the Duties of Officers.

Section 5.	Public Relations Officer- Shall carry out the duties of the office, as described in the Duties of Officers.


ARTICLE V:  ELECTION OF OFFICERS

Section 1.	Elections shall take place the last meeting of every academic year.

Section 2.	Elections shall be held by electronic ballot.

Section 3.	The ballots shall be counted by the Faculty Advisor. 

Section 4. 	In the event that there is a tie, the student closest to graduation will win.
*In the event that graduation date is same, past involvement will be considered and used to determine winner. The Faculty Advisor will determine level of past involvement.  

Section 5.	Each student running for executive position must be in good academic standing, approved and checked by organization’s Faculty Advisor.   One week prior to elections, unofficial transcript of those running for executive positions must be sent to the Faculty Advisor.

Section 6.	Each student must present, in writing, the following to the organization one week prior to elections:
		Who they are
What year they are
What experience they have
Why they should be elected 
Their future plans for SSDA

Section 7.  Each term is one academic year and full commitment is expected. 

ARTICLE VI:  DUES

Section 1. 	Dues shall be assessed of all members as a deemed necessary by the financial committee to meet the annual budget.  

Section 2.	Dues must be paid at or by the second meeting of the fall semester to the Treasurer. If paid after the second meeting, dues will increase by $5.00

Section 3.	Dues shall be a flat rate for one academic year. Extenuating circumstances will be evaluated by the Faculty Advisor.

Section 4.	To be eligible to join the CONNECT Webpage, dues must be paid. 

ARTICLE VII: MEETINGS

Section 1.	The meeting dates and tentative topics of the association will be decided by the officers two weeks before first day of each semester.  A finalized schedule of topics will be determined with the input of the membership.  Additional meeting times may be added throughout the semester to enhance professional opportunities. 

Section 2.	A quorum consists of 50 % of the total membership.

Section 3.	A quorum of members is required to decide elections and amend the constitution.

Section 4. 	All officers must attend meetings that the Involvement Center on campus organizes to inform clubs of pertinent knowledge.   	

ARTICLE VIII: PROCEDURE

Group consensus is required for fundraising activities and other events requiring the participation of the majority of the organization. 

ARTICLE IX:  MEMBERSHIP CODE OF CONDUCT

The Membership Code of Conduct should be revised and reviewed as necessary before the end of each term of office by the executive board.


ARTICLE X:	  AMENDMENTS

This constitution may be amended by a majority vote and approval of the Faculty Advisor.


ARTICLE XI:	DISSOLUTION

The association may be dissolved by a majority vote of the members after a two-month 
notice has been given.
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